























FOR THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31, 1974
COURIER PRINTING COMPANY. INC.
LITTLETON, N. H.
University of New Hampshire Library
TOWN OFFICERS
Moderator





John H. Lyman (Term expires 1975)
Wilfred L. Wessels (Term expires 1976)
Robert P. Ball (Term expires 1977)
Board of Education
Lafayette Regional School District
From Franconia:
Louise N. Peabody (Term expires 1975)
Anne T. Stephenson (Term expires 1977)
Profile School District
Stephen Samaha (Term expires 1975)
Water Commissioners
Wilfred L. Wessels (Term expires 1975)
Merrill M. Brooks (Term expires 1976)
Curtis H. Brockelman (Term expires 1977)
Library Trustees
Joseph W. Fobes (Term expires 1975)
David Ackley (Term expires 1975)
Stuart Machlin (Term expires 1976)
Lucille G. Finn (Term expires 1976)
Natalie B. Shores (Term expires 1977)
Esther A. Brockelman (Term expires 1977)
Treasurer Tax Collector
Sheila A. Jesseman J. P. Jesseman
Health Officer






































































Trustees of the Trust Funds
G. Robert Jesseman (Term expires 1975)
James A. Moulton (Term expires 1976)
Archie B. Herbert (Term expires 1977)
Supervisors of the Checklist
Natalie B. Shores (Term expires 1976)
Merrill M. Brooks (Term expires 1978)




Roger E. Odell (Appointed)
Chief of Police
Ernest F. Doolan (Appointed)
Civil Defense Director
Robert M. Gilbert (Appointed)
Auditor Overseer of the Poor
Robert M. Gilbert Selectmen
Planning Board
Ruth St. John (Term expires 1975)
Jeffrey C. Lyman (Term expires 1975)
Dwight K Taylor (Term expires 1976)
Austin M. Macaulay (Term expires 1976)
Robert L. Lawrence (Term expires 1977)
Joseph W. Fobes (Term expires 1978)
Zoning Board of Adjustments
Don Eastman (Term expires 1975)
Bertram Herbert (Term expires 1975)
Dwight K. Taylor (Term expires 1976)
Ronald Hunt (Term expires 1976)
James Brown (Term expires 1977)
Conservation Commission
Jerome Corsi (Term expires 1975)
William Briggs (Term expires 1975)
Stanley N. Mittleman (Term expires 1976)
Ruth St. John (Term expires 1976)
Shelley S. Connors (Term expires 1976)
Evangeline Machlin (Term expires 1977)








Land „ $ 2,431,815.00
Buildings 8,627,785.00
Electrical Plants 262,580.00
Mature Wood and Timber 12,800.00
Mobile Homes 161,250.00
Gross Valuation $11,496,230.00
Less: Elderly Exemptions (11) 32,000.00









Total Town, School and County-
Appropriations












Overlay to cover abatements
and refund 2,891.00
Property Taxes to be Raised
Taxes Committed to the Collector
Property Taxes





Amount of Property Tax Warrant **$271,459.06
Notes: * Adjusted figure — one tax account $13.96
less than war service credit allowable.
** Increase over 1973 Property Tax Warrant
$40,107.81
APPROPRIATIONS — 1974
Town Officers' Salaries $
7
Equipment Reserve Fund 13,681.50
Bridge Maintenance Reserve Fund 2,000.00
Land Use Reserve Fund 1,000.00
Sidewalk Construction & Upkeep 3,000.00
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Town of Franconia Balance
ASSETS
Cash on Hand:
Checking Account $ 7,634.44
Savings Account (Revenue
Sharing Funds) 12,753.91





Accounts Owed by the Town
:
Unexpended Revenue Sharing Funds $ 12,753.91
(Offsets similar assets account)
Due the State of N. H.
:
Bond & Debt Retirement
Tax Uncollected 95.56
(1/6 of uncollected yield taxes)
1975 Yield Taxes Held in
Escrow Account 1,200.00




Capital Reserve Funds 50,644.76
(offsets similar assets account)
TOTAL LIABILITIES $162,891.62






Summary of Warrants—Levy of 1974
Property, Resident & Yield Taxes
Debits

































































































SUMMARY OF WARRANTS—LEVY OF 1973
PROPERTY, RESIDENT & YIELD TAXES
Debits
Uncollected Taxes, Jan. 1, 1974 :




Added Resident Taxes 540.00
Interest Collected 2,331.54
Resident Tax Penalties 45.00






PREVIOUS YIELD TAXES—Prior to 1972
Debits
Uncollected Taxes, Jan. 1, 1974 $ 573.38
Credits
Uncollected Taxes—per Tax
Collector's List $ 573.38
UNCOLLECTED YIELD TAXES—Prior to 1972
Real Goulet (1971) $ 61.05
Rodney Rexford (1969) 297.67
Total Unpaid $ 358.72
Abated since closing books 214.66
$ 573.38
SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS
December 31, 1974
Debits
Tax Sale on Account of Levies of:
1973 1972
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes,
Jan. 1, 1974 $ 2,366.33
Taxes Sold to Town During Year $40,121.12
Interest Collected After Sale 134.88 316.09
Redemption Costs 30.70 30.80
Total Debits $40,286.70 $ 2,713.22
Credits
Remittances to Treasurer:
Redemptions $ 5,230.30 $ 2,366.33
Interest & Costs After Sale 165.58 346.89
Unredeemed Taxes, Dec. 31, 1974 34,890.82
Total Credits $40,286.70 $ 2,713.22
24




Cash on Hand, Jan. 1, 1974
26
27
REVENUE SHARING FUNDS REPORT
Year Ending December 31, 1974
Balance in Savings Acct. Jan. 1, 1974 $ 3,243.35
(Littleton Savings Bank)
Deposits to Savings Account
:
28
Town of Franconia Receipts and
DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
From Tax Collector
:
1974 Property Taxes $199,559.46
1974 Resident Taxes 3,360.00
1974 Yield Taxes 244.82
1974 Resident Tax Penalties 39.00
Property, Resident & Yield Taxes,
Previous Years 63,795.72
1973 Resident Tax Penalties 45.00
Tax Sales Redeemed 7,569.63
Interest on Taxes & Redemptions 2,912.63
29
Payments For Year Ending Dec. 31, 1974
SUMMARY OF PAYMENTS
General Government:
Town Officers' Salaries $ 3,400.00
Town Officers' Expenses 6,102.64
Election & Registration Exp. 1,011.30
Expenses of Town Hall & Other
Town Buildings 9,434.42




Town of Franconia Receipts and
Police Radio Reimbursement 754.00
1/2 1973 Rink Construction Costs 3,500.50
54,406.97
National Bank Stock Taxes 307.20
Revenue Sharing Funds Withdrawn From
Saving Account
:
For Mittersill Fire Station-Garage
—
Water Dept. Building 7,000.00
For Police Equipment 211.36
31
Payments For Year Ending Dec. 31, 1974
Health:
Vital Statistics 59.50
Health Dept., Hospital &
Nursing Association 1,628.25
White Mt. Community Services 781.25









Advertising & Regional Assoc. 3,000.00
34
Town of Franconia Receipts and
Town History Sales 312.50
Insurance Adjustments:






Share of Fire Station-Garage
—







Payments For Year Ending Dec. 31, 1974













DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS










Accounting, Clerical, Reports & Audits
:
Robert M. Gilbert, auditor 175.00
J. P. Jesseman, bookkeeper 454.50
Helen M. Pease, clerical 15.00




N.H.-Vt. Development Council 6.90
Courier Printing Co., Inc. 25.86
Grafton County Conserv. District 91.18
Society for Protection of
N.H. Forests 12.50
N.H. Assoc, of Conservation
Commissions 40.00
Association Dues:
N.H. Assoc, of Assessing Officials 10.00
N.H. City & Town Clerks' Assoc. 8.00
N.H. Municipal Assoc. 100.00
N.H. Tax Collectors' Assoc. 10.00
Services & Supplies
:




Harrison Publishing House 43.00
Courier Printing Co., Inc. 1,170.01
Wayside Florist 12.00
Kelley the Florist 10.00
Littleton Office Supply 62.30
H. & H. Outdoorland 50.00
Brown & Saltmarsh, Inc. 247.39
N.H. Municipal Assoc. 1.00
State of New Hampshire 10.80
Terminal Stationery Co. 24.00
Concord Typewriter Service 118.52
Tower Publishing Co. 7.00
Branham Publishing Co. 11.30






Total, Detail 2 $ 6,102.64
Detail 3—Election and Registration Expenses











Police Retirement Contributions $ 478.08
Social Security Contributions
:
Town Payroll $ 2,589.81
Fire Department 793.56 (*)
Water Department 429.18 (**)
Library Trustees 104.83 ( * *
)
3,917.38
Total, Detail 6 $ 4,395.46
( *) For 1971-1974 incl.—Town paid employees'
share also




Ernest F. Doolan, Chief $ 7,800.00
Charles Casey 1,591.50
$ 9,391.50
Officers' Expenses & Reimbursements
:







Time of meeting: 7:30 P.M. March 4, 1975
Polls open from 1:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.
Article 1. To choose all necessary town officers for
the ensuing year.
Article 2. To see if the town is in favor of adopt-
ing the amendments to the Franconia Zoning Ordi-
nance as proposed by the Planning Board.
Article 3. To raise such sums of money as may be
necessary to defray town charges for the ensuing year
and make appropriations of the same, as set forth in
the following budget:
Town Officers' Salaries $ 3,400.00
Town Officers' Expenses 6,100.00
Election and Registration Expenses 400.00
Expenses of Town Hall and Other
Town Buildings 10,000.00
Reappraisals of Property 700.00
Employees' Retirement and Soc. Sec. 4,500.00
Police Department 12,600.00
Forest Fire Department 600.00
Fire Department 7,500.00
Fire Fighting Pay 1,000.00
Insurance 9,000.00
Planning and Zoning 300.00
Damages and Legal Exps., incl. Dog Dam. 750.00
CivU Defense 100. OO
Vital Statistics 60.00
Health Dept., incl. Hosp. and Nursing Assn. 2,000.00
White Mt. Community Services 781.25




General Expenses of Highway Dept. 13,000.00
Town Road Aid 467.51
Road Oil Purchases 4,000.00
Library 3,200.00
Old Age Assistance 300.00
Town Poor 200.00
Parks and Playgrounds 5,500.00
Cemeteries 4,000.00
Information Booth and Advertising 2,867.00
Regional Association 1,600.00
Interest on Temporary Loans 4,000.00
Interest on Serial Notes and Bonds
TOWN OF FRANCONIA
Section 1: DEFINITION OF TERMS. As used in this ordinance, un-
less the context otherwise indicates
:
A. "Dog" shall be intended to mean both male and female.
B. "Owner" shall be intended to mean any person or persons,
firm, association or corporation owning, keeping or harboring a
dog.
C. "At large" shall be intended to mean off the premises of
the owner, and not under the control of the owner or member of his
immediate family either by leash, cord, chain or otherwise.
D. "Leash" shall be considered to be not over 6 feet in length.
Section 2: No owner or keeper of any dog shall permit such dog to
run at large.
Section 3. IMPOUNDING.
It shall be the duty of police officers (or some other designated
official) to apprehend any dog running at large and to impound such
dog in the town pound or other suitable place. The police officer (or
some other designated official) upon receiving any dog shall make
a complete registry, entering the breed, color, and sex of such dog
and whether licensed. If licensed he shall enter the name and ad-
dress of the owner and the number of the license tag. Licensed dogs
shall be separated.
Section 4. NOTICE TO OWNER AND REDEMPTION
The owner shall be notified not later than two days after the
impounding of any dog. The owner of any dog so impounded may
reclaim such dog upon payment of the license fee, if unpaid, and
of all costs and charges incurred by the Town of Franconia for im-
pounding and maintenance of said dog. The following charges shall
be paid to the Town of Franconia: for impounding any dog, $2.00;
for keeping any dog, $2.00 per day up to ten days.
Section 5. CONFINEMENT OF CERTAIN DOGS.
No dog of fierce, dangerous or vicious propensities and no fe-
male in heat, whether licensed or not, shall be allowed to run at
large or upon the premises of one other than the owner. If such dog
is found running at large in violation of this provision it shall be
taken up and impounded and shall not be released except upon ap-
proval of the police officer (or person designated by the town) after
payment of the fees provided in Section 4, provided however, that
if any dangerous, fierce, or vicious dog so found at large cannot be
safely taken up and impounded, such dog may be disposed of by
any policeman.
Section 6. HABITUAL HOWLING, YELPING OR BARKING —
DECLARED NUISANCE.
The keeping or harboring of any dog, licensed or not, which by
habitual howling, yelping, barking or other noise disturbs or annoys
any person or neighborhood is unlawful; and is hereby declared to
be a nuisance and each day shall constitute a separate offense.
Section 7. DAMAGING PROPERTY
It shall be unlawful to suffer or permit any dog to trespass on
private or public property so as to soil, damage or destroy any
property or thing of value and the same is hereby declared to be a
nuisance and any such dog may be impounded by the police officers
(or a designated person). Whenever it shall be affirmed in writing
by three or more persons having separate residences, or regularly
employed in the neighborhood that any dog is a habitual nuisance
by reason of trespassing, howling, barking, or other noise, or dam-
age to property, being vicious or by its actions potentially vicious
or in any other manner causing undue annoyance, the police officer
(or designated person) if he finds such nuisance to exist in fact,
shall serve notice upon the owner or custodian that such nuisance
must be abated within 48 hours, after which the police officer shall
decide whether such nuisance has been abated and if not, ajiy such
dog shall be impounded. Refusal to release to the police officer any
such dog shall constitute a violation of this chapter. That the owner
or custodian of any dog impounded under the provisions of this
section, shall pay to the Town of Franconia a fee of $5.00 in addition
to all other charges payable under the provisions of this chapter.
Section 8. PENALTIES.
Any owner foiind violating any provision of this ordinance shall
be guilty of a violation.
Section 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This ordinance shall be in full force and in effect upon approval.
(By petition)
Article 10. To see if the town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $1,000.00 for the salary of a
Dog Officer to be appointed by the Chief of Police.
(By Petition)
Article 11, To see if the town will vote to authorize
the selectmen to enter into an agreement with the State
of New Hampshire permitting the Town to draw water
from Echo Lake for the purpose of fire protection in the
Mittersill area. No capital expense to the Town or the
State will be involved, but the Town will bear all mainte-
nance expenses. Said water may also be utilized by the
Mittersill Corporation and/ or related entities for the
purpose of snowmaking, and said corporation and enti-
ties shall bear the capital cost of such construction.
Article 12. To see if the town will vote to authorize
withdrawal from the Revenue Sharing Fund established
under the provisions of the State and Local Assistance
Act of 1972 for use as set-offs against budget appro-
priations in the amount indicated; and further, to au-
thorize the selectmen to make pro-rata reductions in
the amounts if estimated entitlements are reduced or
to take any other action thereon:
Appropriation Estimated Amount
Tax Map $ 4,800.00
Complete municipal building at MittersUl 7,000.00
Fire Equipment 1,200.00
$13,000.00
Article 13. To see if the town agrees to participate
in the National Flood Insurance Program by directing
the board of selectmen to complete the eligibility appli-
cation and submit the required information to the Fed-
eral Insurance Administration.
Article 14. To see if the town will vote to grant site
plan review authority to the Planning Board in accord-
ance with RSA 36:19a. This will provide the town with
an opportunity to review and approve or disapprove
plans for non-residential development.
Article 15. To see if the town will authorize the
selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
Article 16. To hear the reports of agents, auditors,
committees or other officers heretofore chosen and pass
any vote relative thereto.
Article 17. To transact any other business that may
legally come before the meeting.











Town Officers' Salaries $ 3,400.00
Town Officers' Expenses 5,200.00
Election and Registration Exp. 900.00
Expenses of Town Hall and Other
Town Buildings 8,800.00
Reappraisals of Property 700.00
Employees' Retire, and Soc. Sec. 3,300.00
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police Department 11,600.00
Forest Fire Department 600.00
Fire Department 5,500.00
Fire Fighting Pay 1,000.00
Insurance 10,000.00
Planning & Zoning 300.00
Damages and Legal Expenses,




Health Dept., incl. Hospitals
and Nursing Association
White Mt. Ck>mmunity Services









Librarian's Salary and Books
Public Welfare:












































On Temporary Loans 900.00 2,521.86 4,000.00
On Serial Notes and Bonds 7,301.50 7,301.50 6,360.00
Principal of Debt:
Bonds 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00
Serial Notes 9,200.00 9,200.00 6,000.00
Payments to Capital Reserve Funds:
Equipment Reserve Fund 13,681.50 13,681.50 14,528.50
Bridge Maintenance Reserve Fund 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00
Capital Outlay:
Sidewalk Construction and Upkeep 5,970.05* 6,154.25 3,000.00
*Includes carry-over from 1973
Additional Town Meeting Approps.:
Skating Rink Construction 2,500.00 5,000.00
MittersUl Fire Station-Highway-
Water Dept. Building 28,000.00 27,906.57
Pre-schoolers' Playground 250.00 238.77
Land Use Reserve Fund 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS $195,453.76 $213,182.28 $177,814.26
FIRE CHIEF'S REPORT
As we enter 1975 we all feel the inflation pressures. With the
costs going sky high, we are heating our homes with wood. We must
be more aware of fires.
Our office of Fire Prevention is continuing with education in our
schools, health care facilities. Also it has started a pre-plan pro-
gi'am which wUl help us in fire suppression.
This year we have firemen enrolled in the state's fire protection
program. We feel that the more knowledge we receive the better fire
protection we can give the town.
In 1974 we had 25 emergency calls, 5 structural, 7 cars, 4 mutual
aid; 3 to Littleton, 1 to Lincoln and one rescue.
We now have a new sub-station at the Mittersill area. With
this station we wUl be able to cover this part of the town with
more capability. We have two trucks at that location at this time.
TO REPORT A FIRE OR EMERGENCY—DIAL 5644
FOR ASSISTANCE OR BUSINESS—DIAL 8821 OR 5340
Our sincere appreciation to all whom we serve and to those
who have supported the firemen.
FRANCONIA'S FIREMEN









Gifts by Rae 3.47
Courier Printing Co., Inc. 150.70
Kelley the Florist 7.00
Equity Publishing Co. 5.00
American Federation of Police 36.00
Nat. Law Enforcement Acad. 22.50
H. A. Holt Co. 3.00
N.E. Telephone 396.84















Amy W. Bahr, Town Clerk ^











Detail 16—White Mt. Community
Services, Inc.
Appropriation $
















Detail 21—General Expenses of Highway Dept.
Equipment Purchases
:
Air & Water Equipment, Inc. $
54
Gas, Diesel Fuel, Oil & Lube:
Gulf Oil Corp. 513.94






Tax on Gravel Pit Lot
:
Town of Bethlehem 149.60




Detail 22—Town Road Aid
State of N.H. $ 469.46
Detail 23—Road Oil Purchases


























Dexter Press, Inc., printing




Howe Reservoir Note 1,500.00
First National Bank of Boston
:
Water Dept., Fire Station & Garage Bond 10,000.00
Total, Detail 34 $ 19,200.00




office calculator $ 158.35
Balance of Appropriation
:
Trustees of the Trust Funds 13,523.15
Total, Detail 35 $ 13,681.50
Detail 36—Bridge Maintenance Reserve Fund
Trustees of the Trust Funds $ 2,000.00
Detail 37—Land Use Reserve Fund
Under Article 11, Town Meeting Warrant:
Trustees of the Trust Funds $ 1,000.00
Detail 38—Tax Map & Land Use Plan
Reserve Fund
Under Article 9, Town Meeting Warrant:
Tax Map
—
John E. O'Donnell & Assoc,
down payment $ 500.00
Balance of Appropriation
—
Trustees of the Trust Funds 1,700.00
Total, Detail 38 $ 2,200.00
61





Hugh J. Gallen, Inc., truck $ 9,049.20
Carlson's Motor Sales,
police cruiser 3,639.50
Total, Detail 42 $ 12,688.70
Detail 43—^Pre-Schooler's Playground
Under Article 14, Town Meeting Warrant
:
Child Life, Inc., equipment $ 143.65
RS Builders, fence & posts 95.12
Total, Detail 43 $ 238.77
Detail 44—Flood Control Expenditure
Reginald Johnson, dredging river $ 3,195.00
Detail 45—County Tax
Treasurer, Grafton County $ 28,972.00
Detail 46—School Tax
Lafayette Regional School Dist.
:
Bal. of 1973-74 approp. $ 84,834.46




Payment due Nov. 8 1,000.00
Total, Detail 46 $140,834.46
Detail 47—Payments To The State of N.H.
Bond & Debt Retirement Tax (1/6 of
Yield Taxes Collected) $ 45.74










VALUATION OF HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT
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Cash on hand, Jan. 1, 1974
Commissioner's salaries
















Jan. 1, 1974, due Town of Franconia $ 51,209.30
1974 Annual Payment 2,000.00
Dec. 31, 1974, due Town of Franconia $ 49,209.30
Dec. 31, 1974, current assets $ 3,429.18




FRANCONIA - MITTERSILL WATER DEPT.
Income




Cash on hand $ 4,357.29
Water rentals due 6,606.53
$ 10,963.82
STATEMENT OF INDEBTEDNESS
Jan. 1, 1974, long term debt $105,050.00
Town of Franconia, annual payment 4,775.00
$100,275.00
Current assets 10,963.82
Total Net Debt $ 89,311.18
FIXED ASSETS









LIBRARIAN'S REPORT — 1974
Petty Cash
72
Borrowed from Bookmobile 3,896
Borrowed from NHSL 289
Borrowed from other libraries 61
New borrower cards 109
Total active borrowers 446
Stae cards issued 3
State cards used 1
ACCESSIONS






Added or gift 268
Withdrawn 511










Balance in Checking Account 1/1/74 $ 130.59
Greenleaf Fund 1,315.81
Town of Franconia—Book Appropriation 400.00
Littleton Savings Bank—a/ c #58799 6,479.40
Other Fund Income transferred to
Checking Account 1,369.72
Frances Oakes Memorial Fund (to date) 297.00
Miscellaneous (Reimbursements for lost or
damaged books, gifts, etc.) 346.37
$10,338.89
Interest on a/c #SP439, Littleton
Savings Bank, applied directly to
Principal, Collateral Loan No. 7274 2,009.25
Municipal Loan to re-finance Bldg. debt 30,000.00
$42,348.14
1974 Expenditures
Books and Publications $ 2,083.44
Book Replacements and Gifts 301.37
Extra Hours, Librarian 338.66







Town of Franconia—FICA Taxes 104.83
Repairs 409.43





Planting and Grounds 65.00
Janitorial Services 1,001.00
Janitorial Supplies 203.71
Interest Charges, Collateral Loan #7274 1,534.38
Miscellaneous 180.01
$ 9,968.69
Automatic Payment to Principal,
Collateral Loan #7274 2,009.25
Final Payment in full of Principal,
Collateral Loan #7274 30,159.93
$42,137.87




Report of Funds, Savings Accounts,
and Income Therefrom







#3106 $100,000.00 $ 8,174.59
Littleton Savings Bank, #2650 15,652.01 1,082.56
Littleton Savings Bank,
#SP439 50,000.00 1,563.74
This sum transferred to Whitefield
Savings Bank & Trust Co.
#944 1,735.26
$165,652.01




Bank #00044 10,000.00 612.66
Littleton Savings Bank #58799
(Includes Grimes Fund earnings
of $2,209.42)
Balance 1/1/75 1,730.47 88.86
$ 13,269.83
76
TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
Year Ending December 31, 1974
Cemetery Perpetual Care Funds
Common Trust Fund :
Principal Acct., Jan. 1, 1974 $27,285.33
Increase—Capital Gains 397.51
Bal. Dec. 31, 1974
77
Disbursements
Town of Franconia—Care of Lots $ 1,509.50
Bal. Unexpended Income—Dec. 31, 1974 $ 263.48










RESERVE FUNDS AND OTHER FUNDS
LITTLETON SAVINGS BANK
79
REPORT OF THE FRANCONIA
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Last March the Franconia Conservation Commission
received from the Ford Foundation a grant of $750,
plus $125 which was matched by town funds as re-
quired, making $1,000 in all. This was applied to the
preparation of a Land Use Inventory, now nearing com-
pletion, which will provide basic data for a future mas-
ter plan for Franconia.
The Commission worked on the Notch road problem,
developing a position paper that recommends safety-
oriented minimum road changes, with maximum protec-
tion of natural features. Ten official bodies, chiefly in
Franconia, Sugar Hill and Easton, endorsed the paper.
So supported, it was presented to VTN Inc., for inclu-
sion in their Environmental Impact Statement.
In a study of river problems as affected by recent
dredging, we asked the Selectmen and Planning Board
members to join us in walking the Gale river banks
with representatives of the Soil Conservation Service,
the Fish and Game Service, and the Army Corps of En-
gineers. Thereafter, the three organizations offered
help with long-range solutions for flooding and pollu-
tion problems, if local interest throughout the water-
shed is strong enough. We hope this will develop in
1975. Meanwhile, a substitute solution for dredging,
offered as permanent flood protection by an Army Corps
Engineer, was worked out with the owners of the
Mahrenburg house on Route 18 by the Gale, It uses
large boulders placed along the bank edge to protect
against erosion, and a concrete wall to reinforce a ter-
raced bank.
Operation Rescue was an effort made by us to pre-
serve a stand of wild blue lupines before they should be
bulldozed away during the work on Route 116 near the
80
new bridge site. Two hundred plants were dug up, and
later replanted beside the finished approach to the
bridge. We hope they will bloom again next June, as
for so long previously.
A quarterly newsletter prepared by members on con-
servation and other items of interest, appeared for the
first time in February. It will be issued regularly here-
after.
Three roads, Lafayette, Bickford, and Town Edge
Lane, all in the Ridge Road area, will be offered on the
warrant to receive status as scenic roads. This would
preserve most of their existing trees and stonewalls













SUMMARY PROGRAM OF THE
WHITE MOUNTAINS REGION ASSOCIATION
1974 (37th Year)
Your Region Association during the year 1974 was active in several
cooperative programs. They included the White Mts. Center for
Music and the Arts, an experimental mass highway transportation
system, and the White Mts. 74 summer advertising program.
With respect to the Center (formerly called the White Mountains
Art and Music Festival), your Region Association has contributed
substantial in-kind services. As a board member and secretary,
your Association's Executive Director handles many of the day to
day details for the Center. In addition, the Association provided
office space for the Center during May and June and was responsi-
ble for much publicity. Furthermore, the Association's secretary
was on loan to the Center, half-time, for May and June.
Your Region Association provided assistance in setting up and
implementing an experimental bus system. Communities served by
the 10-week summer system included Berlin, Gorham, Milan, Grove-
ton, Lancaster, Whitefield, Littleton, Franconia, Bethlehem, Twin
Mountain, Jefferson, Randolph, Conway, North Conway and Jackson.
During the first half of 1975, it is hoped a federal proposal will be
approved which will permit the experiment to continue and to pro-
vide service to other communities.
Your Region Association was a major participant in White Moun-
tains '74 cooperative advertising campaign designed to bolster the
economy of the recreation industry this past summer. Your Region
Association appropriated $2500 to participate in the program. In
addition to investing $2500, your Association answered all written
and telephoned inquiries which were generated by the advertising.
As a result your Association responded to those inquiries with some
3500 vacation planning kits. Those participating included the White
Mts. Attractions Association, the White Mts. Center for Music and
the Arts, the New England Regional Commission, the Governor's
office and Waumbek Village.
Other activities and projects of your Region Association include:
participation in a newly created N. H. Travel Council, annual solici-
tation for the two accommodations brochures, distribution of WMRA
folders, sponsorship of a conference on proposed wilderness areas
in the White Mountain National Forest, solicitation for business
memberships, presentation of 4-H awards and certificates, sub-
scriptions to National 4-H magazines for group leaders in the three
northern counties, assistance at the N. H. information booth at the
Springfield Exposition to promote travel in northern N. H., the writ-
ing of several letters to the N. H. Congressional delegation and
others protesting the proposed closing of numerous campgrounds
82
and picnic areas in the White Mt. National Forest, also the writing
of letters to many of the same group protesting the low priority
tourism and recreation was to receive under a fuel allocation pro-
gram, financial contributions to the restoration of the Bedell Cover-
ed Bridge, to the Mount Washington Observatory (in memory of Joe
Dodge), and to the White Mts. Museum of Forest History. The
WMRA also has helped out on some publicity for the proposed mus-
eum as well as some modest fund raising.
In addition, earlier in the year, the WMRA surveyed some thirty
gasoline stations each week. The information on gasoline supplies
was then relayed to the Dept. of Resources and Economic Develop-
ment where it was used to aid out-of-state travelers.
Finally, your executive director wrote numerous news releases,
two newsletters, some special articles for publications, and spoke
on several radio programs in the region.
Answered 5,942 inquiries and wrote 101 personal letters.
Planned activities for 1975 are: (1) investigate the possibility of
helping to provide regularly scheduled air service to Whitefield and
Berlin; (2) publish a new quarterly magazine for the region; (3)
modernize and revise the White Mountains Map; (4) publish the
Where to Stay and the New Hampshire Accommodations and Dining
directories; (5) participate in the joint experimental rural highway
and transportation project; (6) continue the Association's work with
the White Mountains Center for Music and the Arts; (7) explore
further the possibility of preparing and publishing a Christmas tree
dealers vendor list; (8) participate in the Springfield, Mass. Expo-
sition; (9) continue to answer some 6,000 inquiries generated through
advertising; (10) distribute WMRA folders to information booths
around the region and to some State Highway Rest areas; (11) con-
tinue the Association's efforts on behalf of the White Mountains
Museum of Forest History; (12) continue writing news releases
about White Mountains Region Association's activities and help pro-
mote other regional events; (14) keep abreast of all important legis-
lation that pertains to the region during the next legislative session;
(15) continue to participate actively in the newly created New
Hampshire Travel Council; (16) continue to publish the Bulletin of
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